“Energy Security and Critical Infrastructure Protection
 in the Euro-Atlantic Area”
NISA (NATO International School of Azerbaijan) 

Summer session, 9- 14 July 2007
                          Baku, Azerbaijan

Dates and venue

The NISA Summer Session will be held on July 9-14, 2007 in Baku, Azerbaijan. July 8 and 15 are the dates of arrival and departure. Participants will be accommodated in the Hotel (TBD) where the Session will take place. On July 14, participants will have a social program in Baku and surroundings.
Previous sessions

1. July, 2003- NATO Summer School “ Leaders of the 21st century”;
2. July, 2004- NATO Summer School on “ Changing NATO in the changing World”;
3. June, 2005- NATO International School in Azerbaijan (NISA) Summer Session on “the Concept of Three Seas- Caspian, Black and Mediterranean”;  
4. Dec 2005- Jan 2006- NISA Winter Session on “ Energy security in the Euro-Atlantic area”;
5. July, 2006-NISA Summer Session on “Perspectives of Euro-Atlantic integration in the region of Three Seas.
6. December 2006, NISA Winter session on “Enhancing the security in the area of Three Seas: how to build a comprehensive approach”
Concept of the event
This summer NATO International School of Azerbaijan is celebrating its fifth anniversary. From NATO Summer School for local students in 2003, NISA has been internationally recognized as an experienced institution on Euro-Atlantic issues. It is enough to mention that since 2003 six NISA sessions were attended by more than 200 participants. The geography of NİSA alumni vary from USA to Pakistan covering NATO member countries, Partnership for Peace nations and Middle East. They discussed various subjects related to the area located around the Three Seas (Caspian, Black and Mediterranean), which is of special importance for NATO. 
During the previous NISA sessions, it was repeatedly pointed out that the area located between the Three Seas is exposed to regional and global problems and as such embraces major international efforts. Historically the area stands at the crossroads of civilizations and holds one of the world richest places of tapped energy resources. 

High on the international agenda, these resources, nowadays, produce remarkable changes in the entire political life of the continent linking European demands to Asian sources and to a greater extent exposed to the new threats and challenges.

The Caspian basin, which attracted huge investments and political attention, contains significant energy resources to further diversify energy supplies to the European market. Black sea and the Mediterranean also have their special role as transit points for the resources to reach these markets. Diversification of energy supplies and routes is key response to manage possible risks and threats.
That said, however, it should not be forgotten that energy resources can be both a blessing and a curse. They may serve as an outstanding source of progress in the life of societies and individuals on one hand, but, on the other, may also be a source of disputes, create transportation and development risks, threaten security and stability of the area. For that reason, energy infrastructure security is equally important as energy diversification. 

During the last NATO Summit in Riga, NATO Head of states and governments declared that they support a coordinated, international effort to assess risks to energy infrastructures and to promote energy infrastructure security. Today’s world of rising oil prices, instability in oil and gas producing areas, political tensions putting under risk the supply necessitate broad and purpose-driven discussions and clear policies. 
As usual, Azerbaijan is ready to contribute to the discussion of the main topics on the Euro-Atlantic agenda. NATO International School of Azerbaijan, given its traditions and the mission to promote Euro-Atlantic partnership, is ready to dedicate its summer session to the issue of “Energy Security and Critical Infrastructure Protection in the Euro-Atlantic Area”. 
Issues to be discussed

· Region of the Three seas and its role in energy security

· Political environment and risks

· Role of hydrocarbon resources: perspectives and alternatives

· Development and transportation of hydrocarbon resources

· Threats and risks to energy security

· Political and economic aspects

· Responses to threats and risks

· Threat of terrorism and other asymmetric risks

· Critical infrastructure protection

· Environmental aspects of energy security

· Economic aspects of energy security

· Good governance and transparency, management of revenues

· International cooperation in energy security

· Energy security: role for NATO

· Azerbaijan’s energy security strategy

Organizer and Partners

NISA is non-governmental organization that functions as research, education and information centre on Euro-Atlantic security and integration course. It has been officially registered in March 2007. The work on providing the School with premises and staff is underway. The Government of Azerbaijan is committed to cover half of the NISA expenses and counts on further assistance by NATO and other partners. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan has always welcomed all projects serving to enhancement of public understanding and knowledge about NATO and Euro-Atlantic security issues. Ministry sees all these activities as solid contribution of civil society to developing Azerbaijan-NATO cooperation. That is the reason MFA has been supporting by all means the holding of the NISA sessions.
Euro-Atlantic Centre (EAC) aims to provide information about NATO and related topics to scholars, students and other interested members of the public. EAC has established a Centre within the National Library to carry out its functions. The Government of Azerbaijan and the Public Diplomacy Division of NATO are providing necessary support for its normal functioning.  

Public Diplomacy Division of NATO has rendered enormous support for initiatives launched by the Azerbaijani NGOs. Since 2003 several sessions took place thanks to the kind assistance from NATO PDD. There is a strong belief that PDD assistance to this winter session will be a valuable contribution to the developing Azerbaijan-NATO cooperation on public diplomacy.

Methodology / Structure

NISA Summer Session will be rich in program with plenary sessions, working groups, practical site visits, round table and simulation game. Participants will be able to raise critical questions related to themes of the session during the meetings with invited experts and key governmental officials. The social program, including the intercultural evening will be the unforgettable part of the program. Participants are kindly asked to contribute to this evening with their traditional clothes, music, dances, drinks and sweets.
Participants’ Profile

Participants can be young politicians, young researchers and scientists working on security and related issues and mass-media representatives. 
Participants should be fluent in English, under the age of 35 and Nationals of NATO member states, Partnership for Peace countries, Mediterranean Dialogue and Istanbul Cooperation Initiative countries.

Financial procedures

 NISA will provide scholarships to cover the expenses related to the local transportation, accommodation, meals as well as the social program during the event dates. Limited funds are also available to provide reimbursement of the travel expenses of some qualified participants. There is no participation fee. The financial assistance requests for travel expenses will be considered individually.
Application procedures

Application must include the application form, detailed CV and a 1000-word paper on          “Energy Security and Critical Infrastructure Protection in the Euro-Atlantic Area”.  The paper must reflect applicant's own writing and original thinking and be sent to the following e-mail address: contact.nisa@gmail.com. Incomplete applications will not be accepted for selection. The deadline for the application submission is May 31, 2007. Only selected candidates will be notified by e-mail on June 4, 2007.    
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APPLICATION FORM
	
	
	


“Energy security and critical infrastructure protection in the Euro-Atlantic area” 
    NISA Summer Session, 9-14 July 2007 

     Baku, Azerbaijan

I. INFORMATION ON THE APPLICANT:

	1. Name:      
Sex:  FORMCHECKBOX 
Male/  FORMCHECKBOX 
Female


Age:     
                         Nationality:        


	        Photo



	2. Contacts 

Postal address (street, number, city, postal code, country):     
Telephone:     



  Fax:     
Mobile phone:                                                  e-mail:     

	3. Have you any special needs or requirements (e.g. dietary, disability, etc.)

 FORMTEXT 



	4. Visas

If you are accepted as a participant, will you need a visa for Azerbaijan?     FORMCHECKBOX 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no

If yes, please indicate:

Date of birth:   FORMTEXT 
                        Passport No.:  FORMTEXT 
                           Issued at:  FORMTEXT 

Place of birth:  FORMTEXT 
                       Date of expiry:  FORMTEXT 
                         Place:  FORMTEXT 



      II. INFORMATION ON THE ORGANISATION OR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

	6. Sending organisation or institution 

Name:     
Postal address:     
Telephone:     



Fax:     
e-mail:                                                            Internet address:      
Your responsibility within the organization/ institution          




      III. MOTIVATION AND INTEREST IN THE NISA WINTER SESSION

	6. Your knowledge about the Session’s themes and objectives:

     


	7. Why would you like to attend the Session?

          


	8. In which way do you expect to contribute to the session and to its follow-up? 

     


	9. Do you need transportation from/to airport?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no



	10. Please provide your exact flight schedule below:

 Arrival -        Date/ Time:                                                        Flight number:

 Departure-   Date/ Time:                                                         Flight number:

	11. Do you request financial support for?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 board and lodging

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 travel expenses ( please indicate the amount)



	12. Are you able to attend the Session if travel expenses are not covered?



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no



	13. Are you NISA alumni?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no                        If yes, which Session ?      


	14. Additional remarks




Date:                                                                    Signature:     
This form must be sent together with detailed CV and 1000-word paper related to the topic of the Session not later than 31 May 2007 to: 

contact.nisa@gmail.com












